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The East of England in Context



A true ideas region

� £100B economy, 5.5M people, 
>500,000 businesses

� UK’s top R&D region; 
>25% UK private R&D

� Home to some of 

� the world leading research institutes and 

� Europe’s most mature and successful clusters

� £1 in every £5 of venture capital investment in the  
UK comes to the region
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The Regional Economic Strategy

� The task of the strategy is to improve the region’s  
economic performance and ensure the East of 
England remains one of the Europe’s top performing 
regions, including:

� a skills base that can support a world-class 
economy 

� growing competitiveness, productivity and 
entrepreneurship 

� global leadership in developing and realising 
innovation in science, technology and research



The East of England Development Agency

� One of the nine regional development agencies

� ‘Single pot’ of funding in recent years – more 
flexibility to spend budget on regional priorities

� UK’s primary R&D -based economy� UK’s primary R&D -based economy

� Key challenge – to use £140 million annual budget 
to influence £30 billion annual public expenditure 
in the region



Business Innovation in the East

� Region has UK’s highest share of businesses 
innovating (69%), but much variance within region



East of England: Regional Clusters of Excellence

NORFOLK

King’s 
Lynn

Great Yarmouth

LowestoftCAMBS

Norwich

Peterborough

ESSEX

BEDS Ipswich

Bedford

Luton

Stansted

Harlow
Chelmsford

Basildon

Clacton-on-SeaWatford

Lowestoft

Southend-on-Sea

HERTS

Colchester

ICT
Finance and Business Services
Creative Industries
Life sciences and Healthcare
Engineering
Energy
Environment/water
Food

Slide courtesy Matthew Bullock

SUFFOLK

Bury St Edmunds

Stevenage

Cambridge

St Albans
Hertford



Innovation: Delivery Mechanisms

� Innovation infrastructure

� Science parks and Enterprise hubs (e.g. Babraham)

� Solutions for Business e.g. Finance for Business pr oducts

� Grants, Loans and Advice

� Public procurement 

� R&D procurement

� Knowledge Transfer 

� Connecting Research and Business

� Strategic Investments

� Life Science: regenerative and personalised medicines

� Cleantech: low carbon vehicles and buildings; offshore wind; 
biorenewables



The region’s major R&D players

1. Cambridge Cluster (inc. University)
2. Unilever
3. GlaxoSmithKline
4. Ford Europe
5. BT (British Telecom)
6. Lotus
7. Norwich Research Park



Enterprise Hub Network
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East of England Life Sciences Landscape
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Global Leading Life Sciences Cluster

� 380 SME Life Science / Healthcare companies

� Multinationals (GSK, Unilever, Astra Zenica)

� Leading hospitals for clinical trials

� 75% of all UK Biotech / Medical Research Institutes� 75% of all UK Biotech / Medical Research Institutes

� >20 Public Sector research institutes

� Universities include

� Cambridge

� University of East Anglia

� Cranfield



Babraham Institute

� World-leading research for biomedical applications

� Funded Babraham Bioconcepts £0.7M (2003)

� BioIncubator £2M  (2007) now 100% occupancy

� Open innovation capital equipment (2008) £0.4 M
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